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 Author: SIMONA BALDELLI 
 Title:     MYSTERY AT CLEVERMIND  
                 (MISTERO A CLEVERMID) 
 
 Pages: 200 
 First Publisher: Giunti editore 
 Publication: April, 2021 
 
Rights: Worldwide 
 

AN ECOLOGIST CRIME NOVEL WITH THE PROTAGONIST THAT RESEMBLES GRETA 
THUNBERG. A STORY, WHICH DESCRIBES THE BATTLES OF A NEW GENERATION OF 

TEENAGERS. FIRST NOVEL OF THIS CRIME SERIES. 
 
Lisa is thirteen (and a half) years old and feels miserable as around her many things change. She is far 
from Rome and her parents for attending a school in Switzerland, Clevermind, and there, is forced to 
meet new friends and teachers. Lisa is sure of not living up to the expectations and every change 
throws her into despair. She is certain of being in a different place and thinks to be not interesting, 
not pretty, funny or even humorous… however she is clever, intuitive, a nerd as we would say today 
and above all has at heart the fundamental themes of her generation:  loyalty, friendship and 
environmental protection. When her parents tell that they won’t be able to come and get her for 
Christmas, her life falls apart.   
Her mother, journalist for an important newspaper, must go to New York for a series of UN climate 
conferences and for interviewing Ines’ father, scientist of worldwide fame as well as inventor of the 
motor engine, a discovery that could change the destiny of the world and drastically reduce the 
pollution of the cities. Lisa’s father instead must stay longer than expected in Sydney where is 
monitoring the construction of a wind power plant. Her parents promise her that they will surely pick 
her up at the end of December, so they will be able to spend the New Year’s Eve together in Rome. 
However, a series of sudden changes leads her to act and bring out her obstinacy at the search for 
truth: her teacher, madam Lagarde is replaced by a woman who seems to be an impostor; her best 
friend, Ines, leaves for New York in a hurry for staying with her dad, but starts to write letters without 
rhyme or reason that make her think more at a kidnapping rather than a family reunification. In 
addition, Ines’ father, the famous professor Sanchez De Leòn, in the day of his long- awaited speech, 
shocks the entire UN assembly, declaring in the general astonishment that motor engine still doesn’t 
exist. Lisa starts to put two and two together. And four and four, so on.     
Who can she tell that? Who would believe her? She hasn’t got any proofs and adults (parents and 
teachers) rarely trust teenagers’ intuitions. Moreover, who can assure her that professors and the 
director are not accomplices of the new teacher, Mrs Oldwood? Then, she decides to ask her mother 
and later Colm O’Keeffe’s helps, an Irish student a couple of years older. The boy listens her carefully 
and takes her doubts seriously, and reveals the existence of a place under the kitchen, in Clevermind, 
called “caves of the hands” because the graduated boys used to leave their prints before dropping out 
of school.    
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To get to the bottom of all these upheavals, she senses that her friend is in realty in Abu Dhabi and 
someone very powerful, linked to the oil lobbyists, doesn’t want that the world could experience 
cleaned energy sources which would change the planet’s destiny.  
 
Clevermind is an ecologist crime novel that describes to us, in an adventurous and original 
manner, the teenagers’ world and the new “politics” for which they fight against. A modern 
novel on the heroism of boys and girls of this generation that aim to save the world. 
 
Simona Baldelli was born in Pesaro and lives in Rome. Her first novel, Evelina e le Fate (Giunti 2013) 
was shortlisted at the Italo Calvino Prize and she was the winner of the John Fante Literary 
Prize in 2013.  She has published Il Tempo Bambino (Giunti 2014), La Vita a Rovescio (Giunti 2016), 
L’Ultimo Spartito di Rossini (Piemme 2018), Vicolo dell’ Immaginario (Sellerio, 2019). Alfonsina e la 
Strada will be published by Sellerio in April 2020.  
 

 

 



Walkabout Literary Agency        
 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
www.walkaboutliteraryagency.com 

 

Children’s non Fiction 
_________________________________________________________________ 

Authors: CAROLA BENEDETTO – LUCIANA CILIENTO 
Title:       STORIES FOR KIDS WHO WANT TO SAVE THE WORLD  
                  STORIE PER RAGAZZE E RAGAZZI CHE VOGLIONO 
SALVARE IL MONDO 
 

 Pages:  224  - Illustrations by Roberta Maddalena Bireau  
Age: 9 and up  
 First Publisher: DeA Planeta Italia 
 Publication: 17th September, 2019 

 
Rights: Worldwide 
 
Rights sold to: Triangle Square/Seven Stories Press Usa (English 
world), Editora Bruguera & B De Blok/Penguin Random House 
Spain (Spanish World), Rotfuchs Verlag/Rowohlt (Germany), 
Litera (Romania), Wydawnictwo bis (Polonia). 

 
ENGLISH SAMPLE AND FULL GERMAN AND SPANISH TRANSLATIONS AVAILABLE 

 
YOU ARE NEVER TOO YOUNG TO SAVE THE WORLD! 
 

THE EXTRAORDINARY AND COMMON LIVES OF 16 GREAT PEOPLE STRUGGLING FOR THE 
ENVIRONMENT, FOR LITTLE HEROES WHO WILL SAVE OUR SICK PLANET 

 
Hollywood stars Emma Watson and Leonardo DiCaprio, the 
Nobel Prize winner Wangari Maathai, the award-winning 
photographer Sebastião Salgado and the determined Swedish 
activist Greta Thunberg may seem very different to each other. 
Yet they have something in common. 
They understood that one can save the world day after day. 
From an early age. 
Their passions led them to live incredible experiences and to become 
extraordinary men and women with an urgent mission: to fight for 
environmental protection. 
Seventeen heroes described in sixteen portraits; sixteen exemplary 
stories beautifully illustrated and a single message of vital importance: 
one is never too young to save the world. 
 
Index of Lives: 
1) Greta Thunberg 15 year-old Swedish political activist working to stop global warming and climate change, 
Woman of the year in Sweden, 2019. In August 2018, she became a prominent figure for starting the first school 
strike for climate outside the Swedish parliament building. In November 2018, she spoke at TEDxStockholm, in 
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December she addressed the United Nations Climate Change Conference and in January 2019 she was invited 
to talk to the World Economic Forum at Davos. 
 
2) Pierre Rabhi Farmer, writer and philosopher of Algerian origin, he is known as the French Gandhi. He was 
born in an Algerian oasis and then moved to France, where he began questioning modern values and pace of 
life, in the name of a “happy sobriety”. He fights for a society more respectful toward men, women and earth: 
he is the pioneers of agroecology and is founder of Colibris movement, he worked for UN’s against 
deforestation in Africa. 
 
3) Wangari Maathai An activist and the founder of the Green Belt Movement in 1977, she has been the first 
African woman to receive a degree in biology from the University of Pittsburgh. She advocated an awareness 
campaign in defense of nature and against deforestation. Her efforts were pivotal in the planting of over 51 
million trees in Kenya. She has been the first African woman to receive the Nobel Peace Prize, for "her 
contribution to sustainable development, democracy and peace". 
 
4) Jadav Payeng (The forest man of India) He was born in the indigenous Mising tribe of Assam, in north-
eastern India. He was 16 years old in 1979 when a flood devastated the family house, killing all the cattle. He 
has been planting trees ever since, and today that portion of sandy land has become a forest twice the size of 
Central Park, a natural reserve wildlife and people could return to.  
 

5) Björk (Björk Guðmundsdóttir) is an Icelandic singer, songwriter, composer, actress, record producer, and 
DJ. Over her four-decade career, she has developed an eclectic musical style that draws on a range of 
influences and genres spanning electronic, pop, experimental, classical, trip hop and avant-garde music. 
Outside her music career, Björk starred in the 2000 Lars von Trier film Dancer in the Dark, for which she won 
the Best Actress Award at the 2000 Cannes Film Festival, and was nominated for Academy Award for Best 
Original Song for "I've Seen It All". Björk has also been an advocate for environmental causes in her home 
country Iceland.  

 
6) Dian Fossey She was an American zoologist who has devoted her life to the observation and study of 
gorillas, in order to protect them from poachers. She has spent most of her time with gorillas, first in the 
Congo and subsequently in the Volcanoes National Park in Rwanda. She could mimic their calls and actions, 
so as to let them get used to her presence. She is considered the world’s leading authority on mountain 
gorillas, who died to protect them. 
 
7) Vandana Shiva She was born in India and received her degree in quantum physics in Canada. Moving 
back to her country she realized how it had been devastated: forests had been replaced by monocultures, 
rivers by dams. She then made the decision of devoting herself to landscape safeguard and biodiversity. In the 
village of  Ramgarh Navdania she founded Navdanya Seeds Bank and Farm a movement in defense of food 
sovereignty, seeds and the rights of small farmers throughout the world, especially women.  
 
8) Sebastiao Salgado Renowned photo-journalist who traveled the world from one end to the other. After a 
trip to Rwanda, where he witnessed first-hand the spectacle of human degradation, he became ill and decided 
to return home to Brazil, only to find out that the magnificent rainforests of his country had almost 
disappeared. He then decided to found, together with his wife, the Instituto Terra, a project to restore a 
degraded portion of rainforest in Minas Gerais, Brazil. 
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9) Bob Brown An American doctor who moved to Tasmania in 1972, where he works as a doctor. He became 
a member of the United Tasmania Group, Australia’s first green political party, and a restless activist for the 
environment. Together with doctor and runner Nicole Anderson he strives to protect Tarkine area, one of 
the last virgin areas of the Gondwana rainforest and an aboriginal archeological site from deforestation and 
mine industries soil exploitation. 
 
10) Emma Watson Actress famous for her role of Hermione in the Harry Potter saga, she is also an 
environmentalist and a fashion designer. After a trip to Bangladesh in 2011 to investigate the human cost of 
fast fashion she decides to devote herself to sustainable fashion, creating her People Tree line. On the red 
carpet Emma wears recycled plastic or second hand dresses, breaking the rigid and exclusive dress code of the 
stars. She supports ethical brands of fashion and cosmetics, and fights for gender equality and the 
emancipation of women.  
 
11) Tiziano Guardini Young Italian fashion designer who creates fur coats from pine needles, sequin from 
mussel shells and clothing from licorice.  His creations are known worldwide. He has been the winner of the 
Green Carpet Challenge Award, and is seen as a rising star of Italian cruelty-free fashion and luxury items. 
Tiziano is constantly doing research for his work, and resorts to environment-friendly denim fabrics, 
wineleather and soysilk. His dresses were exhibited by Geneva’s UN seat and by V&A Museum. 
 
12) Rigoberta Menchú Tum Guatemalan human rights activist, was awarded the Nobel Prize for Peace in 
1992 for her efforts to achieve social justice for indigenous peoples and victims of government repression in 
her native country. She is also a Unesco ambassador. Born to a Quiché family, she first worked as an 
agricultural laborer and as a servant. Since the mid-1970s she has been active in organizing and protecting her 
community, threatened both by large landowners in search for land and by the repression by government 
forces. Forced into exile in Mexico, she organized the resistance against oppression in Guatemala and fought 
for the rights of native farmers.  
 
13) Leonardo Di Caprio actor, environmentalist and philanthropist, United Nations Messenger of Peace for 
Climate. Since 2014 he is United Nations campaigner on climate change. He has been among the first 
Hollywood stars to drive a hybrid Toyota Prius (even to the Oscars), and his Ney York City apartment is located 
in an eco-friendly skyscraper. He bought an island in Belize to preserve mangroves from deforestation. Since 
2010, when he donated to the WWF $ 1 million to save tigers from extinction and preserve their habitat, he has 
been working tirelessly to attract interest on several causes in support of the environment.  
 
14) Al Gore Vice president in the administration of US President Bill Clinton in 1993. After his term as vice-
president ended in 2001, Gore remained prominent as an author and environmental activist, whose work 
in climate change activism earned him (joint award with the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change) 
the Nobel Peace Prize in 2007.  
 
15) Yvon Chouinard He is the founder of the clothing and gear company Patagonia, America’s greatest 
supplier of climbing and mountaineering equipment. After realizing that his gear caused significant 
environmental damage he stopped production and created a company respectful of its workers, and oriented 
toward the creation of sustainable products, which expanded worldwide and has been donating 1 percent of its 
income to environmental organizations for the last thirsty years.   
 
16) Ma Jun Chinese journalist and environmentalist who has been fighting for the last twenty-five years 
against greenhouse gas emissions in his country, the world’s first coal consumer and one of the major polluters 
on the planet. In 2006 he founded the nonprofit organization Ipe (Institute of Public & Environmental 



Walkabout Literary Agency        
 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
www.walkaboutliteraryagency.com 

 

Affairs), and created the Blue Map App which allows users to post in real time about environmental damage or 
pollution, thus bringing the Chinese people together in a historic confrontation with the government. Time 
Magazine named him as one of the 100 most influential people in the world. 

 
Carola Benedetto Indologist, author and film director. She edited the afterword 
of La sobrietà felice (Happy Sobriety) by Pierre Rabhi (Add Editore, 2013) and 
directed with Igor Piumetti the documentary Pierre Rabhi, Il mio corpo è la terra 
(Pierre Rabhi, my body is Earth and the earth). She is a regular guest on “Overland 
19” on Rai 1 as a consultant on the classical age of India. Along with Luciana 
Cilento she is the author of La terra non è mai sporca (The Earth Is Never Dirty, 
Add Editore, 2018). 

Luciana Ciliento Translator and interpreter. She is co-editor of the festival "Per sentieri e 
remiganti" oriented toward extra-ordinary travelers (which was held from 2007 to 2015 in Turin). 
She translated into English and Italian the DVD documentary Pierre Rabhi, Il mio corpo è la terra 
(Pierre Rabhi, my body is Earth and the earth), also editing the publishing production and presenting 
it throughout Italy. She is a regular guest on “Overland 19” on Rai 1 as a consultant on the classical 
age of India. Along with Carola Benedetto she is the author of La terra non è mai sporca (The Earth 
Is Never Dirty, Add Editore, 2018). 
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 Author: NICOLA BRUNIALTI 
 Title:     HEAVEN AT THE END OF THE WORLD 
                (IL PARADISO ALLA FINE DEL MONDO) 
 

 Pages:   250 
 First Publisher: Sperling & Kupfer 
 Publication: May 2019 
  
Rights: Worldwide 
 

ENGLISH SAMPLE AVAILABLE 
 

A GIRL IN SEARCH FOR A BETTER LIFE. 
A SEA THAT DIVIDES THE PAST FROM THE FUTURE. 
A STORY THAT OVERTURNS THE WORLD AS WE KNOW IT. 
 

BRUNIALTI HAS CREATED AN INVERTED WORLD IN WHICH TO MIRROR OURSELVES AND TO SEE 
THE REALITY THROUGH DIFFERENT EYES.  

FOR READERS FROM 13 TO 300 YEARS OLD, A POIGNANT AND HEROIC NOVEL TO ENJOY AND 
REFLECT ON OUR TIME WITH A RIGHT PROSPECT 

 
Teresa is about to become a grandmother, even if she is only 42 years old. She has been living in 
Sierra Leone since the age of 16, a refugee from poverty-stricken Germany. Teresa arrived after an 
endless voyage of hope along with her family toward the Sicilian coastline, where all boats depart for 
Africa. At the dawn of the new Millennium, African countries are the richest in the world, and huge 
numbers of refugees from the poor Northern lands try to reach them in search for a better future. 
Teresa is one of the few who made it, but the price she had to pay was high. And now she sits and 
waits, in a hospital, for the miracle of life to happen again. And she looks back to everything she had 
to go through to finally reach her Promised Land, the place she now calls home. 

 
THIS IS THE STORY OF A DREAM. THIS IS THE STORY OF A JOURNEY ACROSS EUROPE IN 

SEARCH OF FREEDOM AND A BETTER LIFE. 
 
“I have imagined a world turned upside down, "another world" in which Africa 
is the "old continent", the rich and powerful continent, that has driven the 
history of the planet, for better or for worse as did Europe. And Europe is the 
continent destroyed by wars, hunger, dictatorships and landfills. A continent 
plundered of all its natural resources, hungry and hopeless from which many 
flee in search of fortune.” Nicola Brunialti 
 
Nicola Brunialti, has been advertiser for many years behind the campaigns 
for Lavazza, Tim, Alitalia, and others. Since 2009 he has written popular TV 
shows. He is the author of more then 10 books of children fiction, and of a 
Simone Cristicchi's and of a Renato Zero’s songs. He is a descendant of 
Alessandro Manzoni. 
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Author:  PINO CACUCCI – STEFANO DELLI VENERI 
 Title:       MUJERES 
 

Pages:  180 
Publisher: Feltrinelli 
First edition: 2018 
 

Rights: Italy 
 

Film Rights sold to: Dopamina Producciones (Mexico) 
 

“This is the fascinating and suggestive story of several brave, 
independent and socially and politically active women from the early 
20th century. Thanks to them civil progress and renewal occurred in 

Mexico well before they did in Europe or in the United States”. 
Simona Maggiorelli, Left 

 
The wonderful Mexican rebel women of the 1920s and 1930s come back to life in this book thanks to 
Pino Cacucci’s words and Stefano Delli Veneri’s illustrations. In Mexico City in the 1970s, just 
outside the majestic Palacio de Bellas Artes, an old woman sells cheap old photos to the tourists, 
where naked women are depicted. A young poet recognizes her from the bright and unmistakable 
eyes: it is Nahui Olin. 
So the story begins: through the words of the old and forgotten Nahui a world unfolds filled with 
extraordinary cultural creativity, where women lead the true revolution. The word itself, “feminism”, 
was born in Mexico at the time of the creation of the first Ligas Feministas. And some mujeres 
escandalosas (“escandalosas” meaning both outrageous and dramatic) become the leaders of the 
country’s cultural life: Antonieta Rivas Mercado, who laid the basis for Mexican modern theater; 
Nellie Campobello, founder of the national ballet; Frida Kahlo, the youngest and brightest of all; 
Chavela Vargas, singer who became a symbol for mexicanidad; Elvia Carrillo Puerto, the first female 
member of parliament at a time when women are not allowed to vote; and Tina Modotti, the Italian 
photographer who made friends with many of these women and in Mexico City took some pictures 
that became legendary in the history of photography. And of course Carmen Mondragón, who 
changed her name to Nahui Olin: painter, poetess, writer, pianist, muse and model for many artists, 
an indomitable woman of rare beauty. 
“Do not remember us as being sad: we had fun in our day. We passionately bit life:” 
 
 
Pino Cacucci. Born in Alessandria he grew up in Chiavari, near Genua, and moved to Bologna in 
1975 to study at the faculty of the performing arts. In the early 1980s he spent long periods of time in 
Paris and Barcelona, and then in Mexico and in Central America, where he lived for a few years. He 
is a translator and was awarded several prizes, including that for the best translation from the 
Cervantes Institute in Rome, and the Premio Italia-México 2017 awarded in Mexico City. He is the 
author of Outland rock (Feltrinelli, winner of the premio MystFest), Puerto Escondido (upon which 
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Gabriele Salvatores based the film), Tina (Tina Modotti’s biography), San 
Isidro Futbòl  (upon which Alessandro Cappelletti based the film Viva 
San Isidro, starring Diego Abatantuono), La polvere del Messico 
(“Mexico’s Dust”), Punti di fuga  (“Vanishing Points”), Forfora e altre 
avventure (“Dandruff and other adventures”), In ogni caso nessun rimorso 
(“In any Event No remorse”), Camminando. Incontri di un viandante (“On 
the Road. Encounters of a Wayfarer”), Demasiado Corazòn (Scerbanenco 
Noir Prize at the Courmayeur Festival), Ribelli! (“Rebels!”, special prize at 
Fiesole Narrativa), Gravias México, Mastruzzi indaga (“Mastruzzi 
Investigates”),  Oltretorrente (“Beyond the Stream”, finalist at the 
National Prize Paolo Volponi), Nahui, Un po' per amore, un po' per rabbia 
(“For Love and Rage”), Le balene lo sanno. Viaggio nella California 
messicana (“Whales Know. Journeys through Mexican California”, Salgari 
Prize 2010), Viva la vida! (on Frida Kahlo), Nessuno può portarti un fiore 
(“No One Will Bring you Flowers”), Vagabondaggi (“Wanderings”, 2011), La memoria non mi 
inganna (“My memory Does Not Trick Me”, 2013), La polvere del Messico (“The Dust of Mexico”, 
2014), Quelli del san Patricio (“St. Patrick’s Battalion”, 2015), Mahahual (2016), San Isidro 
Futból (2017), Mujeres (Feltrinelli Comics 2018), with Stefano Delli Veneri, Le balene lo sanno. 
Viaggio nella California messicana (“Whales Know. Journeys through Mexican California”, 2018). 
For Feltrinelli he also edited Latinoamericana by Ernesto Che Guevara and Alberto Granado (1993) 
and Io, Marcos. Il nuovo Zapata racconta (“I, Marcos. Stories by the Modern Zapata” 1995). 
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SILVIA CIOMPI 
           I JUST WANTED TO TOUCH THE SKY   

Sperling & Kupfer, April 2021 
  

CLELIA OWNS THE INNATE GIFT OF MUSIC, SHE LIVES WITH HER GRANDMOTHER AND 
CARRIES A WEIGHT ON HER CONSCIENCE: SHE FELLS RESPONSIBLE FOR HER MOTHER’S 
DEATH. LORENZO RUNS AWAY FROM HIS CITY BECAUSE FRIGHTENED BY HIS MOTHER’S 

ILLNESS THAT CAN ALSO AFFECT HIM. 
THE ELBA ISLAND IS THE SCENARY WHERE THE LIVES OF THE TWO 18 –YEAR-OLD 

PROTAGONISTS INTERSECTS AND STRENGTHENS. 
A POETIC AND HEARTRENDING NOVEL ON THE LOSS, ON THE RESILIENCE, ON THE 

DESIRE TO LIVE AND REJOICE IN SPITE OF EVERYTHING.  
 
It’s June 9th and Clelia turns 18. But today is also the anniversary of her mother’s death, 
Emma.  She would cancel this date from the calendar and forget about it. One year has 
passed since her mother’s death and her true friend is now her grandmother Bruna, with 
whom she lives in a small apartment of Portoferraio in the Elba Island. What she misses 
most is the music. The music she breathed since she was little, her greatest passion, headed 
down by her grandfather who was a saxophonist and by her mother who was a singer and 
guitarist. She refuses to listen to it since she lost Emma, even if she has the perfect pitch and 
is a living music encyclopedia.  Since she was a child she dreamt of setting up her own radio 
station for being able to narrate the music.  Emma’s death has been an accident for which 
Clelia feels responsible of. Her maternal grandmother, just on the occasion of her eighteenth 
birthday, decides to hand over a locked box that was Emma’s gift for this celebration. The 
big box contains an old gramophone known as “the magic gramophone”, a letter and a key 
with an address, which will lead her to the cobbled streets of the Portoferraio’s old town.  
The key opens a small basement that Emma had bought for her daughter, thinking that she 
could obtain a web radio station from that. It’s just a narrow, dark and damp street for now 
but it’s a shot that brings her back to life.  
Right above the basement, there is an apartment in which Lorenzo took shelter and there is 
the sailing shop of his uncle Roberto next door. Lorenzo is eighteen years old and comes 
from Rome.  
He arrived in Portoferraio one day ago and he also has finished the high school’s fourth year. 
He is a genius of mathematics but his true passion is the computer science. He would work 
as game designer. However now, all his life fells apart, darkened by a truth that he is not 
ready to accept yet.  
His mother has a rare degenerative genetic disorder, The Huntington disease, and the 
voluntary test that can be done only after the age of majority, confirmed that also Lorenzo 
will suffer for this illness, condemning him to a degenerative progression. So this is why he 
took refuge to his uncle Roberto, where he will remain with the excuse of a summer job in 
his shop. The first meeting between the two teenagers is already a fight, and is an omen of a 
relationship rather than idyllic, but they will come to an agreement because Clelia received 
low grades in mathematics again and she must face the graduation the following year. On 
the other side Lorenzo needs to work a lot and think less and he also needs that little space 
in the basement where to park his bike.  
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From the disagreements on the respective musical tastes, to the cutting words, the 
relationship is born and leads them to recognize, support and fell in love with each other. 
Lorenzo shows her the beauty of crazy things we all do when we are 18.  He can’t accept the 
illness and he takes his anger out just when he is alone, writing emails which he will never 
send, full of rage, regrets and fears.  With Clelia instead, he hides his darkness in a corner of 
the heart and pushes her to search for the excitement of youthfulness, knowing that it will 
die down too soon.  
Until the beginning of September, when Lorenzo is forced to go back to Rome. They feel 
hopeless without each other but they don’t have the courage to recognize their bond and 
face their weaknesses. So, it will begin a silent war of betrayals that will lead them to drift. 
Lorenzo gets back together with an ex girlfriend and tries to find the thrill of paragliding, 
swimming in the deep sea, the excitement of madness that made him alive. Clelia will sink 
into a self-destructive relationship with Damiano and she will refuse any approach and 
protection from her grandmother. Lorenzo decides to disappear forever from Clelia and his 
parents’ lives and sends all the emails written during the last months and one more goodbye 
letter, crushed under the inner conflict of dying now or living and getting sick. But Clelia 
doesn’t want to give up for his disappearance, looking for him for weeks until she files a 
complaint.  
A novel full of twists and turns, of sudden reversal of the plot, touching, dramatic 
and consuming together, with an unexpected ending that opens to an horizon all to 
be experienced by the two protagonists. A poetic and heartrending novel on the loss, 
on the resilience, on the desire to live and rejoice in spite of everything.     
 
Silvia Ciompi, born in 1993, lives in Tuscany. She is studying Media Studies and she has 
always loved writing: diaries, poems and short stories and now novels. She debuted, firstly 
on Wattpad and then in bookshops, with the novel Tutto il buio dei miei giorni (Sperling 
Kupfer, 2018) followed by Tutto il mare è nei tuoi occhi (Sperling Kupfer, 2019). 
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Author:  ANTONIO IOVANE  
        Illustrations by ELLEKAPPA 
 Title:     THE BUBU WIZARD’S SECRET  
                (IL SEGRETO DI MAGO BUBU’) 
 

 Pages:  60 
 Format: 21 cm x 21cm 
 
 First Publisher: Albe edizioni 
 Publication: November 2019 
  
Rights: Worldwide 

 
 

 

It is wintertime. Giorgio and Aida, who are brother and sister, are sick and tired of not being able to 
play outside. They find out that the person responsible for the bad weather is a certain wizard Bubù, 
who has stolen the sun. The two brothers decide to recover it: in order to do so, they need to reach 
Bubù’s cave, which is located at the center of the Earth. 
Giorgio and Aida spend long and strenuous nights secretly digging in the garden, until they succeed 
in recovering the sun and placing it back where it belongs. The outcome, however, is not exactly what 
they been expecting: the heat and the drought in the wintertime become a dangerous threat. While 
Giorgio and Aida are looking for a solution to this new problem the wizard manages to kidnap them. 
He will release them only if they can keep a promise: they will have to go back to him in his old age, 
and only then they will be able to face a challenge in order to unmask the wizard’s secret. 
Many years go by, Giorgio and Aida are successful grownups now, and they are both raising their 
families. They decide that the time has come to keep their promise so they go back to Bubù. He reveals 
to them, however, that they have already met the challenge: the secret is being capable of waiting. 
The weather cannot be dictated by children’s tantrum.  
 
Antonio Iovane was born in Rome in 1974. He is a journalist and a writer. He hosts the radio 
programme “Capital Newsroom” on Radio Capital along with Ernesto Assante. His latest novel is The 
Terrorist (Minimum Fax, 2019). 
 
Ellekappa is one of the most famous editorial cartoonists in Italy. She attended a professional fashion 
stylist institute and began her work as an illustrator for several magazines and newspapers (including 
“Linus”, “Satyricon” - “la Repubblica”’s weekly magazine, “Tango”, “Cuore”, “Il Manifesto”, “Noi 
Donne”, “L’Unità”, “Smemoranda” and “Il Corriere della Sera”. Along with Gino & Michele she worked 
at the TV show “Drive In” and at the first edition of the popular satirical television program “Striscia 
la notizia”. 
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   Author: DANIELE MUSSO 

Title: THE BOY WHO CHASED THE CLOUDS 
(IL RAGAZZO CHE INSEGUIVA LE NUVOLE) 

 
First Publisher: Giunti, 2022 
Pages: pag. 250 
 
Rights: Worldwide 
 
 

A BITTER AND SWEET LOVE, FOR YOUNG AND ADULT READERS, THAT EXPLORES 
THE MANY WAYS IN WHICH PEOPLE LOVE, HURT, LOSE AND FIND EACH OTHER, 

SACRIFICING FOR EACH OTHER. 
 
I have been working for a long time with guys that come from all around the world. Each of 
them escaped from their own countries. Some of them escaped from the war, others from 
the hunger and others even from violent fathers. This is the story of Fawad that instead 
escaped from himself… 
 
“I am Fawad and I come from Chankar. My father’s name is Rawab. He worked as math 
teacher, but many schools had been closed including my father’s one. So he finished to become 
a herdsman. I grew up in a big house at the foot of the steep mountains of Hindukush and 
amidst a scorching wind that, when I was little used to burn my skin. My mother’s name was 
Aziza, which in Arabic means “Precious”. I had a brother, Abdullah, three years older than me. 
He and I had a dream, visiting the bird market of Kabul, the magnificent Ka Faroshi. It was our 
father, who described us the beauty of that market. Cages of many colors that hung down over 
visitors’ heads, parrots and partridges with their guttural sounds filled the alleys of the market. 
I would have bought a parrot and Abdullah a bright yellow canary. My parrot would have been 
green and I would have called him Qais. «The parrots can’t resist during the Chankar winters», 
my brother used to tell me. However I didn't want to listen to him. I dreamt about the verdant 
feathers of my Qais. I would have gone after him while he was flying happily between the 
barren lands of Chankar. I would have gone after him up to the mountains of Hindukush, 
running at breakneck speed after the clouds. Our father always told us that when God created 
the world, had placed all the Countries in a puzzle, the leftovers that had remained after the 
last filing, were thrown in an empty space In Central Asia, entrapped among themselves: the 
Afghanistan”.  
 
This is the story of Fawad, a child raised between the barren lands of Chankar, amidst the 
steep mountains of the Hindukush. Formerly, his father was a math teacher. He loved 
numbers and stars, passions that transmitted to his male sons, Fawad and Abdullah.  They 
used to live in a big clay house, cared by their mother Aziza, which in Arabic means “the 
Precious”. When the mujahidins began to close many schools in Afghanistan, Fawad’s father 
had been obligated to change job and started to work as herdsman. Fawad loved to venture 
out with his brother Abdullah up to the mountains of Hindukush. He loved the silence of 
those steep slopes and also loved the wind.  He ran after the clouds, imagining the bright 
green parrot, which would have bought at the bird market in Kabul, the Ka Faroshi. It was 
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his father who used to talk to him about that market.  Fawad and Abdullah were inseparable 
and despite their population was falling to pieces life for Fawad was still beautiful. Upon 
returning home, the father told his sons some ancient legends that had been previously 
narrated to him by his ancestors. Aziza used to make dinner that they all ate, sitting on the 
floor around the low table. Then Fawad and Abdullah looked up at the stars before falling 
asleep and dreamt about the world beyond the peeks of the mountains. Then, one day, the 
happy moments of Fawad’s family end up and the mujahidins knock at their door. Fawad 
remembers those men well, their dark and cold eyes, with no time. The two boys were 
hiding with Aziza in a corner of the house but anyone could avoid missiles and bombs. The 
terrible guerrillas with dark eyes forced Rawab to make the most horrible choice, a son or 
the other to be recruited as soldier. The alternative is the death of both. That’s how Fawad 
and his family must hold the intolerable burden of losing Abdullah. A decision that will 
transfigure all of them and will change the course of their lives forever.  
 
Since that morning, the young Fawad was no longer the same. Exactly as Abdullah, he lost 
the innocence of childhood and endured to live with guilty feelings and pain. Devastated by 
the loss, Fawad’s parents decided to move to Kabul, but in the big city, they started to 
experience the Talibans’ fury and madness. It will only be to save Fawad who still has a hope 
to survive that his parents decide to help him to escape and leave Afghanistan permanently. 
Fawad, now teenager, had the support of an enigmatic woman, his first secret love Iba. So, it 
began an incredible journey that will lead him to Italy, permanently transfigured, unable to 
feel love for anyone, especially for himself. And then he became a man and met Elisa, a 
courageous girl with many ideals. She will convince him to return to Afghanistan and 
discover what is remained of his family. A journey back among the places of his childhood, 
among the rooms of love, in search of a lost identity and in search of the dearest loved ones. 
This will lead the young Fawad to discover that it’s never too late for hope and even if life 
can transfigure and hurt you, there is always a time of forgiveness and reconciliation. A 
bitter and sweet love, for young and adult readers, that explores the many ways in which 
people love, hurt, lose and find each other, sacrificing for each other.  
 
Daniele Musso is a pseudonym of an Italian writer who has been working for a long time 
with young boys and girls from around the world. Each of them escaped from their own 
countries. Some of them escaped from the war, others from the hunger and others even 
from violent fathers. This is the story of Fawad that instead escaped from himself… 
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Author: ANNAMARIA PISCOPO 
Title: THE MEMORY OF BUTTERFLIES 
           (LA MEMORIA DELLE FARFALLE) 
 
Pages:   250 
First Publisher: Rizzoli 
 
Publication date: 3rd March 2020 
 
Rights: Worldwide 
   
"The Memory of Butterflies" it's a moving young adult 
novel with adolescent protagonists who face 
psychological disorders caused by the loss of loved 
ones.  They will make a journey to rediscover the 
ability to live and love again. 

 
THE POWER OF A FRIENDSHIP 

THE FIRST GREAT LOVE 
THE TRUTH IN MEMORIES 

 
“Thank you, Mattia, because you make the impossible becoming possible, because you are my best 
friend, the love that everyone wants and the dream boy in flesh-and-blood. Because you healed me or at 
least you are still trying to heal me. Because you invented the absurdity only for me.”    
 
Giulia is a sixteen years old girl, with no so many foolish ideas and one best friend, Alice with who 
spends everyday between school and free time. And then one day, Alice dies in front of her and Giulia’s 
world falls apart. One evening she meets Mattia: an eighteen years old boy, unruly hair; a sweet and 
simple guy that during the free time outside school, works in a butterfly farm, his passion.  He has 
also suffered for a loss, his mother died few months before and he is sill trying to rebuild his life around 
that absence. Giulia and Mattia look for each other, falling in love, feeling lost until the moment in 
which they realize that they can be stronger only staying together. However, as the months went by, 
Giulia comprehends that the reality around her hides many shadows. Alice had some secrets and 
Giulia suffering from her friend’s loss, has completely forgotten them.  She must find the courage to 
face the pain, the untold things and what she does not remember beginning to discover how strongest 
love can be, in all its forms.  

 

Anna Maria Piscopo is born in Avella, next to Naples where she has obtained a degree in biology and 
where is responsible of pharmacovigilance, working for Clinpharma.  Stories lover, Anna Maria 
attended a creative writing workshop. This is her first novel.  
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ABOUT US 
 
Walkabout Literary Agency – Via Ruffini 2/a 
00195 Rome Italy 
 
Ombretta Borgia: ombretta.borgia@gmail.com 
Fiammetta Biancatelli: fiammettabiancatelli@gmail.com 
info@walkaboutliteraryagency.com 
www.walkaboutliteraryagency.com 
 
facebook: Walkabout Literary Agency 
Instagram: walkabout_Lit_Age 

 
 
Walkabout Literary Agency was established in 2014 and 

since then has been successfully operating in the fields of book publishing and translation rights 
sales, Film/Tv licensing. We are proud to represent various leading Italian and foreign writers as 
well as some new and talented voices. WLA represents authors from all around the world in the 
fields of literary and commercial fiction, children fiction and general non-fiction. In five years WLA 
has forged solid and fruitful relationships with the major Italian and foreign publishing groups and 
Tv and movie producers. We represent also foreign publishers in the sale of translation rights.  
We attend the most important international bookfairs like Frankfurt, London, Paris, Madrid, Milan 
and Turin. 
Wla it's based in Rome, Italy. 
Wla is proud to be one of the 37 founders of ADALI - Associazione degli Agenti Letterari Italiani, the 
first Association of Italian Literary Agencies. 
 
Fiammetta Biancatelli is Owner and Managing Director. She has been Spanish translator and 
co-founder of nottetempo edizioni, which has worked as an editor in the Italian and translated 
fiction. She worked also as a press officer in chief and events planner for Publishers and Book 
Festivals before creating and starting to manage Walkabout Literary Agency. 
 
Ombretta Borgia is Owner and Rights and Contract Manager, she has been Portuguese translator 
and she has worked for 12 years as a Foreign Rights Manager for Editori Riuniti, before creating the 
agency. 
 

“Walkabout” is a long ritual journey that Aboriginal people engage in, by walking through large 
expanses of grasslands in Australia; this allows them to have contacts and exchanges of resources, 
both material and spiritual, such as the traditional songs. Bruce Chatwin recounted  the Walkabout 
in his “Songlines”: "(...) It was believed that each totemic ancestor, on his journey across the country 
had spread a trail of words and musical notes along his footprints, and that these Dream tracks had 
remained on the ground as a 'way' of communication between the various distant tribes. A song was 
simultaneously both a map and a trasmitting aerial. (...) And a man during a walkabout 
always moved following a song path (...).” 

We believe that the name Walkabout describes very well and encompasses the philosophy and the 
work spirit of our agency. 

 


